Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 PORT M 01520 120308Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-10 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 ICA-11 
10-13 /079W 

083700 121319Z/43 

R 110655Z SEP 78 

FM AMEMBASSY PORT MORESBY 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3664 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PORT MORESBY 1520 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, BP 

SUBJECT: SOLOMON ISLANDS: MOTION OF NO-CONFIDENCE 
WITHDRAWN 

1 . IN TELECON WITH EMBOFF SEPT 11, FONSEC BUGOTU SAID 
OPPOSITION, REALIZING IT COULD NOT MUSTER SUFFICIENT SUPPORT, 
HAD WITHDRAWN MOTION OF NO-CONFIDENCE IN PRIME MINISTER 
KENILOREA. 

2. ISSUE DID NOT INVOLVE KENILOREA'S LEADERSHIP CAPACITY OR 
INTEGRITY BUT CENTERED ON HIS REFUSAL TO DISMISS HIS PRIVATE 
SECRETARY, FRANCIS SAEMALA, A DESPICABLE CHARACTER PRESENTLY 
SERVING JAIL TERM FOR DISORDERLY CONDUCT AND ASSAULT. 

THE FACT THAT BOTH KENILOREA AND SAEMALA ARE MALAITANS, A 
PEOPLE DISLIKED AND FEARED ON GUADALCANAL, WAS AN UNDERLYING 
FACTOR AGAINST SAEMALA. KENILOREA MAY HAVE BEEN HELPED BY 
THE FACT THAT BARTHOLOMEW ULUFA ALU, LEADER OF THE 
OPPOSITION, WAS CONVICTED OF DISORDERLY CONDUCT ALONG WITH 
SAEMALA AND IS IN JAIL, TOO. IN ANY EVENT, KENILOREA 
WEATHERED HIS FIRST SERIOUS CHALLENGE AND WILL DEPART 
FOR THE UNGA IN A STRONG POSITION. 

OLMSTED 
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